Macleod  Bureau  Aids  Tourist  Spending  in  Province 

200  Visitors  A  Day  Given  Information  on  Tourist  Facilities  By  Pacific  Northwest  Travel  Association  Staff 


Alberta  is  one  of  the  most  popular  provinces  in  Canada  for  American 
tourists.  The  Province's  scenic  variety  and  western  color  annually  attract 
more  and  more  American  visitors  and  Canadians  from  eastern  provinces. 

The  tourist  business  is  a  satisfying  businftss  for  those  engaged  in  it. 
The  men  and  women  in  Alberta's  tourist  industry  daily  make  new  friends 
for  this  Province  by  their  sincerity  <  and  hospitality. 

The  tourist  industry,  which  has  been  booming  for  the  last  few 
years,  is  important  to  Alberta's  economy.     A  broad  estimate  of  the 
amount  spent  in  Alberta  last  year  by  tourists  was  $25,000,000;  the  total 
tourist  spending  fdr  Canada  as  a  whole  was  $275,000,000.    This  year 
Tourist  accomodation  has  been  improved  to  take  care  of  an  increase  in 
tourists  which  may  amount  to  10  percent.    Total  tourist  spending  this 
year  may  amount  to  $28,000,000. 
One  tourist  facility  which  helps  in  the  effort  to  increase  American 
apendiiig  hi  this  Province  is  the  Alberta  Government  Infcrin-ticn  Eureau,  a. 
frame  cabin  finished  in  varnished  log  siding,  at  the  intersection  of  highways 
2  and  3,  one  mile  west  of  Macleod. 

Centrally  Located 

The  bureau  is  located  so  that  it  is  accessible  to  tourists  travelling  east 
from  B.C.,  those  coming  from  Saskatchewan,  and  tourists  coming  north  from 
Montana.  It  is  directly  on  the  routes  to  the  National  Parks  of  Waterton, 
Banff  and  Jasper  and  is  in  teletype  contact  with  Calgary,  Banff,  Edmonton 
and  Jasper  so  that  accomodation  can  be  arranged  ahead  of  a  tourist's 
arrival. 

The  Province  has  landscaped  the  grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  the  building 
and  next  year  may  landscape  the  entire  area  so  that  motorists  may  relax 
from  their  journeys  in  a  pleasant  park. 

The  interior  of  the  bureau  is  made  up  of  a  large  main  room  and  two 
rest  rooms.  The  main  room  has  a  stone  fireplace,  comfortable  furniture, 
and  two  desks.  The  walls  are  finished  in  natural  wood  and  are  decorated 
by  scenic,  hand-colored  photographs  prepared  by  the  Film  and  Photographic 


Branch  of  the  Department  of  Economic  Affairs  and  framed  in  blond  wood 
by  the  carpenters'  shop  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works. 

The  Pacific  Northwest  Travel  Association,  of  which  the  Province  of 
Alberta  is  a  member,  staffs  and  operates  the  tourist  information  bureau. 
Charles  K.  Underwood,  who  opened  the  building  in  1948,  is  manager,  and  he 
is  assisted  by  Betty  Scougall  and  Gwen  Dailey,  two  university  graduates,  and 
Randall  Murray,  of  Edmonton,  a  third-year  student  at  the  University  of 
Alberta.  i 

Approximately  200  tourists  a  day  register  at  the  bureau  with  most  coming 
in  around  noon  or  6:30  in  the  afternoon — the  times  when  most  travellers 
are  looking  for  food  and  accomodation.  The  staff  of  the  bureau  provides 
information  on  approved  tourist  accomodation,  restaurants,  road  conditions 
and  recommended  travel  routes.  Mr.  Underwood  and  his  assistants  also 
distribute  tourist  literature. 

Visitors  from  all  Parts 

All  visitors  are  asked  to  register  at  the  cabin  and  the  registration  book 
lists  travellers  from  South  Africa,  France,  India,  Great  Britain,  Hawaii  and 
Japan.  More  tourists  from  eastern  Canada  and  the  United  States  are  stopping 
this  year  and  many  Texans  spend  their  holidays  touring  Alberta  and  its  oil- 
fields. 

Total  Registrations  at  the  bureau  between  June  15  and  July  22  were 
10,288. 

During  the  period  July  2  to  July  9,  2,936  Americans  and  1,562  Canadians 
registered.   There  were  983  American  cars  and  529  other  cars  registered. 

Visitors  to  the  Macleod  Information  Bureau  are  appreciative  of  the  help 
given  them  by  the  staff.  During  a  ten-day  period,  48  cars  stopped  in  at  the 
bureau  on  their  way  home  to  thank  the  bureau  staff  for  the  help  they  had 
received.  9 


Careful  Branding 

Protects  Stock 

One  of  the  principal  concerns  of 
the  Brands  Recorder  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  is  the  careless- 
ness with  which  owners  brand  and 
market  their  stock.  A  poor  job  of 
branding  will  cancel  out  the  protec- 
tion offered  by  a  brand. 

Some  causes  of  poor  branding  are 
the  use  of  poor  irons,  the  use  of  acid 
brands  which  tend  to  blotch  and  blur, 
the  application  of  irons  at  improper 
heat  and  the  use  of  unregistered 
brands. 

It  is  illegal  in  Alberta  to  apply  any 
brand  unless  it  is  registered  with 
the  Brands  Recorder  in  the  name  ol 
the  person  applying  the  brand  # 


Lundbreck  Falls  Bridge,  one  of  the  more  scenic  bridges  in  the  Province, 
spans  the  Crow's  Nest  River  and  provides  travellers  with  a  clear  view  of  the 
Lundbreck  Falls,  a  sight  comparatively  unknown  to  those  living  in  central 
and  northern  Alberta.  The  bridge,  on  No.  3  Highway,  leads  into  the  Crows- 
nest  Pass  area  with  its  attractive  scenery  and  wonderful  fishing  spots. 

(Alberta  Government  Photograph) 


Beetles  Damage 

Garden  Plants 

Many  gardens  in  Alberta  are  being 
destroyed  by  a  small  red  beetle  which 
eats  the  leaves  of  cabbage,  radish, 
turnips  and  beans. 

W.  A.  Lobay,  Supervisor  of  Crop 
Protection  of  the  Alberta  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  has  identified 
the  pest  as  the  red  turnip  beetle — an 
insect  about  one-quarter  of  an  inch 
long  and  marked  with  three  definite 
black  stripes  down  the  back  and  a 
conspicuous  triangular  shaped  black 
patch  near  the  head.  It  also  is 
black  on  the  underside. 

D.D.T.  or  Rotenone  is  recommend- 
ed as  control  against  red  turnip 
beetles.  D.D.T.  should  be  used  at  the 
rate  of  two  tablespoons  of  50  per- 
cent powder  per  gallon  of  water. 
D.D.T.  should  not  be  applied  if  the 
above-ground  parts  of  vegetables  are 
to  be  eaten.  # 
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First  Municipal  Assistance  Cheques  Sent  Out 
Municipalities  Benefit  From  $4,655/029  In  Grants 


All  municipal  taxpayers  in  the  Province  are  benefitting  from 
the  first  grants  of  assistance  to  municipalities  made  by  the  Government  of 
Alberta  under  the  Alberta  Municipal  Assistance  Act,  approved  at  the 
last  session  of  the  legislature. 

Cheques  for  a  total  of  $4,655,029  have  been  mailed  by  the  Provincial 
Treasurer  to  320  municipal  governments  in  Alberta.  The  City  of  Edmonton 
received  $841,735  and  the  City  of  Calgary,  $633,552.  The  other  five  cities 
shared  a  total  of  $265,702. 

$463,082  for  Towns 

The  66  towns  in  the  Province  received  a  total  of  $463,082;  137  villages,  a 
total  of  $219,851;  two  counties  a  total  of  $119,130;  54  municipal  districts, 
$1,825,144;  53  improvement  districts,  $247,125;  and  the  Southern  Special 
Areas  Administration,  $49,708. 

The  money  was  distributed  in  two  forms.  A  total  of  $1,592,224  was  paid 
out  in  conditional  tax  reduction  subsidies,  i.e.,  for  each  mill  that  a  municipal 
government  reduces  its  taxation,  it  receives  an  equivalent  provincial  subsidy 
up  to  a  maximum  of  three  mills.  The  remaining  $3,072,805  was  paid  out  in 
unconditional  municipal  revenue  grants  to  all  the  320  local  governments. 
Conditional  Tax  Reduction  Subsidies 

The  conditional  tax  reduction  subsidies  are  paid  first  out  of  the 
pledged  portion  of  the  fuel  oil  tax  fund  and  the  balance  is  divided  uncondi- 
tionally among  all  local  governments  on  the  basis  of  the  previous  year's 
assessment  total  for  each  local  government.  This  unconditional  revenue  grant 
will  be  approximately  31/2  mills  of  each  local  government's  mill  rates  over 
the  years.  This  year  it  amounted  to  an  equivalent  of  3.67  mills  revenue  for 
each  local  government. 

The  seven  cities  of  Alberta  which  are  completing  reassessments  were 
given  one  year's  grace  to  qualify  for  the  tax  reduction  subsidies.  Next  year 
they  will  have  to  reduce  taxes  to  qualify  for  all  but  the  unconditional  grants. 
However,  a  local  government  can  qualify,  even  if  taxes  are  not  reduced,  if 


it  is  carrying  expenses  necessary  to  enter  the  provincial  hospitalization 
scheme. 

This  year's  share  of  the  tax  reduction  subsidies  for  the  seven  cities  was 
estimated  at  $691,716,  which  sum  was  included  in  the  tax  reduction  subsidy 
payments  to  provide  an  equitable  distribution  of  the  remaining  municipal 
revenue  fund  grants.  The  seven  cities  also  received  $1,049,273  in  uncon- 
ditional revenue  grants.  Making  the  total  to  the  cities  $1,740,989.  Of  this 
amount,  Drumheller  received  $31,450;  Lethbridge,  $119,679;  Medicine  Hat, 
$83,230;  Red  Deer,  $31,251;  and  Wetaskiwin,  $18,102. 

Relation  to  Tax  Rates 

The  tax  reduction  subsidies  will  be  paid  on  each  year's  current  municipal 
taxation  rates,  while  the  unconditional  grants  will  be  paid  on  the  previous 
year's  assessment  totals.  If  in  any  year,  a  local  government  can  reduce  its 
municipal  tax  rate,  it  may  drop  out  of  participation  in  the  conditional  grants 
for  one  year,  raise  its  tax  rates  and  then  next  year  qualify  for  the  conditional 
grants  by  lowering  its  rate  again. 

Meanwhile  the  Province  has  lent  $3,840,700  to  18  cities,  towns,  villages 
and  communities  this  year  under  the  terms  of  the  Self-liquidating  Projects 
Act.  Another  36  applications  for  loans  are  being  considered. 

Fund  Now  $7,000,000 

The  Province's  self  liquidating  projects  fund  for  1951-52  is  $7,000,000; 
the  1950-51  fund  was  $5,000,000.  Under  the  act,  municipalities  may  borrow 
money  at  two  percent  interest  from  the  fund  to  finance  such  projects  as 
sewer  and  water  installations. 

Edmonton,  with  a  loan  of  $1,500,00,  and  Calgary,  with  a  loan  of  $1,000,000 
were  the  largest  borrowers  this  year.  Other  communities  borrowing  money 
are:  Bonnyville,  $40,000;  Lloydminster,  $45,000;  Two  Hills,  $31,000;  Leth- 
bridge, $120,000;  Olds  $58,000;  Stony  Plain,  $159,000;  Red  Deer,  $130,000; 
Brooks,  $120,000;  Taber,  $115,00;  and  Hanna,  $38,000.  # 


St  Mary  Irrigation  Project 

Is  Opened  At  Ceremony 

The  St.  Mary  Dam,  key  structure  in  the  combined  scheme  of  both 
Dominion  and  Alberta  Governments  to  irrigate  approximately  a  half  million 
acres  between  Lethbridge  and  Medicine  Hat,  was  opened  officially  July  16 
by  Hon.  James  G.  Gardiner,  Minister  of  Agriculture  for  the  Government  of 
Canada. 

More  than  3,000  persons,  including  prominent  men  from  government, 
business  and  industry  attended  the  opening  Ceremonies  and  heard  the 
addresses  of  Mr.  Gardiner;  Hon.  E.  C.  Manning,  Premier  of  Alberta;  and 
Philip  Baker,  Chairman  of  the  South  Alberta  Water  Conservation  Council. 

The  St.  Mary  Dam,  built  at  a  cost  of  $7,000,000  by  the  Government  of 
Canada,  was  started  in  1947  and  now  is  the  largest  and  highest  earthen 
dam  in  Canada.  A  half-mile  wide  at  the  top  and  186  feet  high,  the  dam  has 
created  a  lake  15  miles  long  and  six  miles  wide  at  its  widest  point. 

The  St.  Mary-Milk  Rivers  Irrigation  Development,  of  which  the  St. 
Mary  Dam  is  a  vital  part,  is  the  first  Canadian  irrigation  development  in 
which  the  federal  government,  a  provincial  government  and  the  farmers 
of  an  area  have  been  partners. 

The  Government  of  Canada  is  responsible  for  obtaining,  storing  and 
releasing  the  water  for  irrigation.  This  entails  construction  of  dams,  reser- 
voirs and  canals  east  from  the  watersheds  which  provide  the  water  to  the 
Milk  River  Ridge  Reservoir,  five  miles  south  of  Raymond.  The  senior 
government  also  is  paying  the  costs  of  engineering,  construction,  supervision 
and  other  such  work  through  its  Prairie  Farm  Rehabilitation  Administration. 

All  construction  east  of  the  Milk  River  Ridge  Reservoir  is  being  paid 
for  by  the  Province  of  Alberta,  which  will  pay  half  the  estimated  $30,000,000 
expense  of  the  project.  The  Province  also  is  responsible  for  colonizing  and 
managing  the  area  served  by  the  irrigation  waters. 

To  take  the  water  to  the  fertile  farm  lands  of  southern  Alberta,  the 
Province  is  constructing  thousands  of  miles  of  canals  and  ditches,  several 
reservoirs  and  water  distribution  systems.  This  work,  of  more  significance 
than  the  completion  of  the  dams  and  reservoirs  to  deliver  the  water,  is  only 
just  beginning. 

By  the  end  of  this  year  the  Province  will  have  spent  $5,000,000 
on  the  development  and  will  have  built  100  miles  of  main  canal 
from  the  Milk  River  Ridge  Reservoir  to  Forty-Mile  Coulee,  south  of  Bow 
Island  and  completed  water  distribution  systems  to  irrigate  30,000  acres.  The 
Government  of  Alberta  also  will  have  completed  two  reservoirs  at  Horsefly 
lake  and  Grassy  Lake. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  St.  Mary-Milk  Rivers  Development  will  cost 
about  $75  for  each  acre  of  land  irrigated.  The  Province  will  charge  farmers 
$10  per  acre  for  water  right,  which  charge  can  be  paid  in  cash  or  spread  in 
crop  payments  over  ten  years.  • 


Group  Will  Work 
I  To  Reduce  Drownings 

An  effort  to  reduce  the  number  of  accidental  drownings  in  Alberta  will 
be  made  by  the  "Don't  Drown"  Committee  of  the  Alberta  Safety  Council. 

Preliminary  survey  of  lake  resorts,  especially  on  the  prairies,  revealed 
that  life  saving  equipment  at  many  beaches  is  insufficient, 
lew  precautions  are  taken  to  warn  the  public  about  the  dangers  of  over- 
loading canoes  and  light  boats,  and  few  tourist  camp  operators  or  private 
boat  owners  have  sufficient  knowledge  of  what  to  do  in  an  emergency. 

Purpose  of  the  committee  will  be  two-fold.  It  will  make  recommendations 
to  the  government  on  precautionary  measures  which  might  be  put  into 
effect  at  water  resorts  and  conduct  an  educational  campaign  to  inform  the 
public  about  the  safe  use  of  light  craft  and  what  to  do  to  prevent  drowning 
in  case  of  an  accident. 

At  the  request  of  the  Alberta  Safety  Council  and  the  Red  Cross  Society, 
Hon.  A.  J.  Hooke,  Minister  of  Economic  Affairs  established  the  committee 
which  named  Howard  Stutchbury,  of  the  Alberta  Safety  Council,  Chairman, 
and  H.  P.  Brown  of  the  Red  Cross  Society,  Vice-Chairman. 

Members  to  date  include  Ralph  R.  Moore,  Deputy  Minister  of  Economic 
Affairs;  R.  P.,  Bishop,  Red  Cross  Society;  Sgt.-Maj.  A.  S.  McNeill,  R.C.M.P.;  W. 
H.  Thomson,  Alberta  Travel  Bureau;  G.  J.  Armstrong,  Department  of  Indus- 
tries and  Labor;  H.  B.  Watkins,  Superintendent  of  Fisheries;  Dr.  Maury  Van 
Vliet,  Director  of  Physical  Education,  University  of  Alberta;  Dan  E.  Cameron, 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation  and  Dan  E.  C.  Campbell,  Director,  Alberta 
Travel  Bureau. 

First  operation  of  the  committee  will  be  to  erect  large  illustrated  bulletin 
boards  on  the  lake-fronts  at  Alberta  Beach,  various  places  around  Lake 
Wabamun,  Pigeon  and  Sylvan  Lakes.  These  boards  will  show  safety  methods 
graphically.  An  educational  campaign  to  acquaint  the  public  with  the  dangers 
of  using  light  craft  improperly,  and  the  action  to  take  in  an  emergency 
will  be  launched  through  the  press  and  radio. 

However,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  present  season  and  the  time 
required  to  get  such  a  campaign  organized,  the  committee  will  concentrate 
on  extensive  plans  for  next  season  when  the  campaign  will  be  carried  out 
on  a  larger  scale  and  probably  will  include  all  the  popular  lake  resort  areas 
of  the  Province.  • 


"Within  Our  Borders'*  is  a  publication  (designed  to  acquaint  the  people 
of  the  Province  with  the  administration  and  services  of  the  Alberta  Gov- 
ernment.    It  is  distributed  free  of  charge. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the  Government  will  be 
effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known  and  used. 
Any   material   used   is    for   immediate   republication.     Correspondence   should  be 
addressed  to  "Within  Our  Borders",  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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Efficiency  Winners  Attend  Olds  Junior  Club  Week 


The  Olds  School  of  Agriculture  was  host  to  162  efficiency  winners  from 
junior  farm  and  home  clubs  during  the  week  July  16-20.  Every  boy  and 
girl  attending  the  club  week  was  winner  of  the  highest  standing  in  their 
farm  club  during  the  past  year  and  had  been  selected  for  all-round  efficiency 
by  the  Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  program  for  the  week  consisted  of  lectures  and  demonstrations  on 
agriculture  and  home  economics.  Lecturers  were  staff  members  of  the 
school  and  specialists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Classrooms, 
gardens,  plots  and  workshops  provided  the  efficiency  winners  with  plenty 
of  information  to  take  back  to  the  members  of  their  clubs. 

Interesting  Features 

Other  interesting  features  of  the  week  were  an  outdoor  picnic,  a  lawn 
party  with  square  dancing,  sports  contests,  a  fashion  review,  public  speaking 
contests,  debates  and  an  amateur  hour.  The  girls,  who  made  up  half  of  the 
group,  concentrated  on  folk  dancing,  grooming,  posture,  and  dress  with  a 
chance  to  exhibit  their  poise  and  manners  by  serving  formal  tea  Thursday 
afternoon. 

Four  members  of  Montana  4-H  Clubs,  who  had  been  chosen  on  the  basis 
of  club  work  achievement  and  the  ability  to  represent  their  state  in  a 
neighboring  province,  attended  the  club  week  as  observers  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  program. 

The  Montana  boys  and  girls  said  they  had  had  a  wonderful  week  at 
Olds.  The  Alberta  farm  and  home  clubs  had  more  similarity  to  Montana  4-H 
clubs  than  they  had  expected,  the  major  difference  being  in  the  terminology 
of  the  work.  It  was  explained  that  Montana  4-H  clubs  worked  on  as 
many  projects  each  year  as  they  wished  while  Alberta  junior  clubs  were 
limited  to  one  project. 

Montanans  Receive  Gift 

R.  M.  Putnam,  Superintendent  of  the  Schools  of  Agriculture,  said  he 
considered  the  visit  of  the  Montana  group  "a  very  valuable  effort"  and  "one 
of  those  things  which  cement  the  friendly  relationship  between  Canada  and 
the  United  States."  The  Alberta  efficiency  winners  presented  a  parting  gift  to 
the  visiting  Montanans — the  fourth  such  delegation  to  visit  Alberta  in  past 
years. 

Six  scholarships  to  Provincial  Schools  of  Agriculture  were  presented  to 
four  boys  and  two  girls.  The  scholarships  of  $75  each  are  provided  from  the 
Surplus  Wheat  Board  Monies  Trust  Fund,  a  fund  built  from  an  original  dis- 
bursement of  $1000,000  given  the  Province  in  1929  when  the  Canada  Wheat 
Board,  a  grain  marketing  agency  for  western  Canada,  was  closed  down  and 
the  money  distributed  to  the  three  western  provinces.  Basis  of  the  scholar- 
ships is  a  year's  work  on  a  club  project  and  the  scholarships  are  distributed 
between  crop  clubs,  livestock  clubs  and  home  economics  clubs. 

Scholarship  Winners 

Winners  of  the  livestock  scholarships  were  Vernon  Peterson,  Olds  Beef 
Club,  and  John  Shepherd,  Erskine  Dairy  Club.  Honourable  mentions  went  to 
Gerald  Korth  of  the  Sedgewick  Dairy  Club  and  Robert  Watterberg,  Vauxhall 
Swine  Club.  Grain  Scholarship  winners  were  Allan  Dalton,  Vauxhall  Oat 
Club,  and  Philip  Rapson,  Bow  Island  Wheat  Club,  with  alternates  Keith 
Fawcett,  Consort  Wheat  Club,  and  Floyd  Moncrieff,  Cayley  Wheat  Club.  Girl 
winners  were  Jean  Syrnick,  Hines  Creek,  and  Wanda  Waddy,  Alix,  with 
runners-up,  Jean  Coutts,  Nanton,  and  Marjorie  Johannson,  Markerville. 

Representatives  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  the  Canada  Malting  Company 
Lid.,  the  North  West  Line  Elevators  Farm  Service  and  the  United  Grain 
Growers  attended  the  banquet  and  presented  trophies  to  various  members  of 
the  junior  clubs. 

The  Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture  sponsors  the  livestock  clubs 
and  the  clothing  and  food  clubs.  The  Canada  Malting  Company  Ltd.  sponsors 
the  malt  barley  clubs.  North  West  Line  Elevators  the  feed  barley  clubs, 
United  Grain  Growers,  the  oats  clubs,  and  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  the 
wheat,  forage  and  garden  clubs.  The  sponsoring  organizations  are  assisted 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  Drumheller  Wheat  Club  was  presented  with  the  Alberta  Wheat 
Pool  trophy  for  submitting  the  best  three  wheat  samples  at  the  Provincial 
Seed  Fair  while  the  Three  Hills  Wheat  Club  received  a  shield  from  the 
Wheat  Pool  for  being  the  Alberta  wheat  club  with  the  highest  general 
efficiency. 

Kenneth  Watts,  of  Vauxhall,  was  presented  with  a  gold  watch  and  silver 
cup  by  the  United  Grain  Growers  for  having  the  best  sample  of  oats  at  the 
seed  fair.  A  gold  watch  and  trophy  for  the  best  sample  of  malt  barley  at 
the  seed  fair  was  presented  to  Evelyn  Briggs,  Bon  Accord,  by  the  Canada 
Malting  Company  Ltd. 


Winners  of  the  six  Department  of  Agriculture  Surplus  Wheat  Board 
Monies  Trust  scholarships  to  Provincial  Schools  of  Agriculture  are  shown 
here.  They  are,  left  to  right:  Vernon  Peterson,  Olds  Beef  Club;  Philip  Rapson, 
Bow  Island  Wheat  Club;  Jean  Syrnick,  Hines  Creek  Home  Club;  Wanda  Waddy, 
Alix  Home  Club;  John  Shepherd,  Erskine  Dairy  Club;  Allan  Dalton,  Vauxhall 
Oat  Club. 


Robert  Putnam  (left)  Superintendent  of  the  Schools  of  Agriculture, 
presents  the  Department  of  Agriculture  Trophy  for  the  highest  average 
score  of  grain  clubs  in  the  Province  to  Lyie  Haney,  representative  of  the 
Acme  Wheat  Club.  In  the  photograph  at  right,  S.  C.  Acheson,  Farm 
Mechanics  instructor  at  the  Vermilion  School  of  Agriculture,  gives  the  class 
a  fire-fighting  demonstration. 


The  Montana  4-H  Club  delegation  shown  here  was  made  up  of  (left  to 
right):  Miss  Dorothy  Moloig,  Glasgow;  Horace  Sanders,  Kalispell;  Henry  Botch, 
of  Ronan,  Lake  Country  Agricultural  Agent,  and  Mrs.  Botch,  who  were 
sponsors  for  the  group;  Ernest  Holmes,  Forsyth;  and  Miss  Nadene  Throop, 
Billings.  (Alberta  Government  Photographs) 


4 


WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 


Fur  from  beaver  is  providing  a  new  crop  for  A(berta  farmers.  Farmers  are  allov/ed  to  take  a  set  quota  of  pelts  each  year.  In  the  photograph  at  left, 
George  Bray,  Game  Officer,  inspects  a  prime  pelt  with  John  Keith,  (right)  fur  grader.  The  right  photograph  provides  a  comparison  of  poorly  and 
properly  handled  pelts  The  pelt  at  the  left  has  been  poorly  stretched  and  has  portions  of  fat  and  flesh  still  adhering  to  it,  while  the  pelt  on  the  right 
was  properly  stretched  in  a  round  frame  with  sufficient  stitches  to  prevent  improper  stretching.  Proper  pelting  probably  would  have  made  both  pelts 
e:jual  in  value  but  improper  handling  has  made  the  pelf  on  the  right  worth  only  one  third  of  its  potential  value.  (Alberta  Government  Photographs) 


Beaver  Provide  New  Alberta  Crop 
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Will  Increase  Farm  Income 
Pelts  Are  Han 


Earlier  days  when  pioneer  Alberta  farmers  often  made  as  much  trading 
in  pelts  as  they  did  from  homestead  grain  crops  may  be  returniug. 

The  year-oSd  beaver  trapping  program  of  the  Alberta  Government 
Department  of  Lands  and  Forests  will  put  an  estimated  $370,000  into 
the  pockets  of  some  948  Alberta  farmers  who  are  in  on  the  1951  beaver 
crop. 

The  program  premits  farmers  to  annually  take  a  quota  of  beaver  from 
their  farms.  The  two  main  features  making  the  program  particularly 
attractive  are  that  unproductive  water-covered  areas  can  be  utilized,  and 
that  no  expense  in  the  way  of  feeding  or  sheltering  the  animals  is  necessary. 

Although  this  is  only  the  second  year  of  the  program,  estimates  show 
that  farmers  may  catch  three  times  more  pelts  this  year  than  registered 
trappers  obtained  last  year. 

472  Permits 

The  1950  report  by  the  department  shaws  472  permits  were  issued  to 
farmers,  with  2,073  beaver  taken.  This  sprang,  948  permits  were  issued 
for  a  possible  catch  of  18,450  beaver.  Registered  trappers  took  about  6,000 
beaver  in  the  1949-50  season. 

Pelts  bring  as  much  as  $35  each,  depending  on  quality  and  grade. 
Average  price  being  paid  for  beaver  pelts  is  about  $20,  dropping  to  as 
low  as  $8  to  $10  for  improperly  fleshed  and  stretched  furs. 

When  a  farmer  applies  to  the  Game  Branch  for  a  licence  to  trap  beaver, 
an  inspector  determines  the  number  of  beaver  on  his  land,  and  computes 
the  number  which  may  be  trapped  during  the  year  without  endangering 
future  supplies.  The  farmer  pays  $10  for  a  licence  and  is  given  a  certificate 
allowing  him  to  market  his  quota. 

This  program  contrasts  conditions  existing  10  years  ago,  when  beaver  in 
Alberta  were  found  only  in  a  few  isolated  areas. 

Strict  Controls 

In  an  effort  to  correct  the  situation,  strict  controls  were  put  into  effect 
to  halt  poaching,  and  a  closed  season  was  enforced  on  trappers. 

Over  a  period  of  years  the  beaver  population  increased  until  limited 
trapping  was  allowed  on  registered  traplines,  particularly  along  the  eastern 
slope  of  the  Rockies.  About  four  years  ago,  trappers  were  allowed  to  take 
three  to  five  beaver  from  each  trap.  This  increased  yearly  to  10  and  15 
beaver. 

In  addition  to  his  trapline  registration  certificate,  the  registered  trapper 
has  to  hold  a  beaver  permit.  When  application  is  made  for  the  permit,  a 
game  officer  inspects  the  area  and  determines  the  beaver  population  and 
how  many  beaver  should  be  allowed  to  be  trapped  annually. 

The  trapper  also  submits  plans  of  all  known  beaver  houses  and  esti- 
mates the  number  of  beaver  on  his  trapline. 

As  the  beaver  increased,  they  began  a  steady  movement  into  the  more 
settled  areas,  particularly  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  Forest  Reserve. 
Within  a  few  years,  beaver  were  numerous  in  the  Vermilion  River,  Ribstone 


By  $370,000  This  Year  If  Beaver 
died  Properly 


River,  tributaries  of  the  Battle  River,  in  the  Cypress  Hills  area,  on  the 
Elbow  River  near  Calgary,  on  the  North  Saskatchewan  near  Edmonton,  and 
even  in  the  so-called  drought  areas  east  of  Hanna. 

As  the  beaver  moved  into  farming  districts,  damage  was  reported  from 
time  to  time  as  dams  caused  flooding  of  hay  Tneadows,  crops,  roads  and 
bridges.  In  other  areas  in  and  about  cities,  beaver  became  a  nuisance  by 
cutting  down  park  and  shade  trees. 

The  beaver  increase  prompted  the  Game  Branch  to  introduce  live  trapping. 
Through  this  program,  started  about  six  years  ago,  beaver  were  live  trapped 
in  areas  where  they  were  over-populated  or  undesirable,  and  moved  to 
trapping  areas,  Indian  reservations,  or  set  free  in  large  rivers  to  find  their 
own  new  homes. 

Caused  Damage 

In  cases  where  beaver  were  causing  damage  to  irrigation  works,  roads, 
railways,  bridges  and  buildings,  it  was  necessary  to  destroy  them.  As  an 
example,  one  beaver  caused  more  than  $10,000  damage  in  the  Lethbridge 
district  when  it  burrowed  through  the  main  irrigation  ditch. 

Beaver  can  be  live  trapped  during  early  spring,  but  mostly  are  taken 
between  August  1  and  September  15  when  the  cubs  are  old  enough  to  travel. 
This  is  sufficient  time  for  beaver  to  get  established  in  their  new  homes 
before  winter  arrives. 

In  live  trapping,  the  Bailey  trap  is  used  most  commonly.  When  sprung, 
it  snaps  a  netting  around  the  animal.  In  appearance  it  is  similar  to  a  large 
mesh  purse.  Farmers  having  small  quotas  to  fill  can  have  a  greater  choice 
and  kill  only  the  Grade  One,  blanket-type  beaver. 

Shooting  Beavers 

Shooting  is  another  method  by  which  the  best  beaver  can  be  selected. 
The  Game  Branch  demands  that  only  high-powered  rifles,  of  25-20  calibre  or 
greater,  be  used.  Killing  beaver  with  rifles  using  .22  calibre  rim  fire  cartrid- 
ges is  illegal. 

Steel  trapping,  which  is  the  most  common  method,  should  be  done 
with  a  No.  3  double-spring  trap  or  larger.  Traps  are  not  allowed  to  be 
set  within  five  feet  of  the  beaver  lodges. 

One  of  the  greatest  losses  to  farmer-trappers  is  through  poorly-handled 
pelts.  A  Grade  One  blanket  pelt  can  bring  as  much  as  $35  if  properly  pelted, 
but  may  lose  up  to  $25  if  poorly  handled. 

If  the  full  quota  of  18,450  beaver  is  taken  this  year,  and  farmers  lose 
an  average  of  $10  a  pelt  through  poor  handling,  they  stand  to  lose  a  total  of 
$184,500  in  one  year. 

The  routine  followed  when  preparing  a  pelt  for  market  is:  trapping, 
skinning,  fleshing,  stretching  and  drying.  • 


